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Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Lord and God- Jesus Christ!
We pray everyone had a blessed Resurrection Day! The weather was absolutely perfect here in Macon on that special Sunday. Shannon and I both commented on how that is what Easter is supposed to look like. We heard that it was snowing in Colorado Springs! Ughhh! Of course, they were not dealing with the pollen that we have been dealing with here. So, pick your poison, I guess!(
I forgot just how beautiful the springtime is here… I feel like I am appreciating the beauty of God’s creation more than ever… The beautiful cherry blossom trees, the variety of azaleas, and the many other beautiful flowers and plants that God has given us. It just gets me more and more excited about the New Earth that God is going to give His children after this world as we know it is destroyed (see Revelation 21-22). It is going to be exceedingly abundantly above all that we could ever ask or think! 

Shannon and I were blessed to be able to go to the Masters Golf Tournament in Augusta, GA in early April, and words cannot adequately describe just how beautiful that place is. But experiencing the beauty of those majestic pines, the dogwood trees, the multicolored azaleas, etc. just got me thinking about what God has in store for us! Truly, as the Scriptures tell us- eye has not seen, nor ear heard what God has prepared for those who love Him! Praise His name!  
Well, lest I run out of space, let’s get into this month’s teaching… Last month I continued with a series we began on the Holy Spirit. If you have missed either of these two previous teachings I would encourage you to go to our website and get a hold of them. Although they do not have to be read in sequence, there are great truths contained in each of them that I believe would help you in your union with the Holy Spirit. 
THE DIVINE APOSTLE
This month I would like to continue by talking about what it is that the Holy Spirit is commissioned to do for us. So let’s begin by taking a look at a small and seemingly insignificant phrase in 1 Peter chapter one... 
In 1 Peter 1:12 Peter talked about how those who preached the gospel to the recipients of his letter did it through the Holy Spirit Who was sent from heaven. There is a powerful description of the Holy Spirit’s commission contained in these three words- “sent from heaven”… 
The word “sent” comes from the Greek word “apostello,” and can more specifically be defined as “to commission, to set apart for a special service, or to send out with a mission to fulfill.” This word “apostello” is akin to the Greek word used to translate “apostle,” which means- “sent one.”

You see, an apostle is someone who is sent to foreign soil to start, establish, and build up churches. Likewise, the Holy Spirit was sent from heaven with a similar mission to fulfill… That mission was (and still is) to start churches, establish churches, and build up churches. Now I am not talking about physical church buildings… I am talking about the true Church- the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit’s commission is to start churches- that is, to draw people to the Lord Jesus Christ and to regenerate them through the new birth. The Holy Spirit’s commission is to establish those churches- that is, to teach and council those He has regenerated, thus making disciples out of them. And, last but not least, the Holy Spirit’s commission is to build these churches up- that is, to strengthen and edify these believers so that they will grow and reach their full potential. 

You see, the Holy Spirit is like our own personal “apostle”… What do I mean? I mean that He is the One who got us started in our Christian walk by coming to this earth from heaven and drawing us to our Lord and Savior. Not only that, but He is the One who keeps us progressing on the path of life by teaching, encouraging, and strengthening us. I believe this is the best summary of His commission. But the Scriptures are more specific on what His commission entails. And this month I want us to begin to take an in depth look at a few of the commissions He has been given. So let’s start in John chapter 14…

HIS COMMISSION TO TEACH

In John 14:25&26 Jesus was in the middle of teaching His disciples for the last time and said, “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”
First of all, notice that in verse 25 Jesus said- “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you…” “These things” is a reference to what Jesus was currently teaching them here in John chapters 14-16 and very likely is also a reference to everything that Jesus had taught them during His earthly ministry. But the time was fast approaching that He would be leaving them and returning to His Father, and although He had taught them many great things while being present with them, He had not taught them everything there was to know. Part of the reason for this was because His disciples were unregenerate all during His earthly ministry. Therefore, they, as natural carnal people, could not effectively understand all spiritual truth. Jesus alluded to this in John 16:12 when He said, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” The reason they could not “bear” them was because they were still carnal and sold under sin. Trying to feed spiritual teaching to carnal people is like trying to feed a t-bone steak to a baby… They can’t handle it! 
So although Jesus could not teach them all things, the day was soon coming that they would be born again and would be in the position to bear all spiritual truth… This is why Jesus went on to say- “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things…” Jesus was literally saying that the Holy Spirit was being sent in His place (i.e. in His name) and would continue to teach His disciples as Jesus had taught them until they had learned all things. In other words, part of the Holy Spirit’s commission was to finish teaching Jesus’ disciples the truths of the New Testament that Jesus had begun to teach them while He was with them.  
It is quite obvious by studying the content of the New Testament epistles that the Holy Spirit had indeed fulfilled this commission to teach them all things! After Jesus’ disciples (such as Peter and John) received the Holy Spirit, He began to systematically teach them the full council of God. Then the Holy Spirit inspired some of them to pen letters that would be canonized forever as New Testament Scripture. During this time, there were others who also received the Holy Spirit and were taught even deeper truths of the gospel of Christ and were inspired to write them down as well. 
By far the greatest example of this was the Apostle Paul… The Holy Spirit taught him so many great New Testament realities such as justification by faith etc. that even Peter thought some of his teachings were hard to understand (see 2 Peter 3:16), and what was so amazing about this was that Paul never even walked with Jesus! But this is the power of the teaching commission of the Holy Spirit! It doesn’t matter if you have not had all the advantages that others have had in regards to education and other privileges; if you have the Holy Spirit, He is the only teacher you need to be filled with all the wisdom of God!

This is what the Apostle John meant in 1 John 2:27 when he said- “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things…”

Now the anointing is a specific reference to the Holy Spirit, and notice what John said is a benefit of Him abiding in us… He said that we do not need anyone to teach us. Now some have mistakenly interpreted this to say that we do not even need teachers in the Body of Christ. Those who believe this reject the teachers God has placed around them because, in their arrogance, they think all they need is the Holy Spirit to teach them. This is not what the scripture is saying! All John was saying was that we do not have to have teachers. In other words, we who have the Holy Spirit are not limited to being taught by other human beings. We have the unlimited resources of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit abiding within us! You see, John was just saying that we do not have to be totally dependent on man teaching us.  He was not saying that it is non-beneficial to listen to the good anointed teaching that is available to us. As a matter of fact, if you look at the context and what John said next, the meaning of this verse becomes clearer… 
In context, John was warning against the deception of false teachers (see 2:18 & 26). So when he said that we do not need that anyone teach us, he was likely refuting one of the heresies of these false teachers that in order to understand spiritual things, they had to learn it from them. You see, false teachers will try and make you totally dependent on them. They will try and deceive you into thinking that they have the corner on the truth. They will even try and discourage you from studying the Word for yourself and to lean on them to interpret it for you. 
John went on to say in 1 John 2:27, “but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things…” 
Notice that he referred to the Holy Spirit who will teach us all things as “the same anointing.” By using the word “same” John is obviously comparing the anointing of the one teaching to the anointing of the one being taught. In other words, He was referring to having the Holy Spirit abiding in you and also being taught by someone ministering by the same Spirit. You see, this is the best way to be taught the truth. Why? Because when you have the Holy Spirit in someone else teaching you and the same Holy Spirit on the inside of you teaching you, you are more likely to not miss the truths He wants you to get.  

Another important truth to notice in this phrase is found in the word “concerning” (NKJV). Remember that when Jesus gave this commission of the Holy Spirit, He just told His disciples that the Holy Spirit would teach them all things (John 14:26). But here, John said that He would teach us “concerning” all things. Why did John add this word? I believe it is because John wanted to dispel another common error of false teachers… 
You see, many false teachings come from “revelations” that heretics supposedly receive which go totally beyond what is written in the Scriptures. In other words, false teachings rarely ever stay within the boundaries of the Bible. They are oftentimes a product of an idea or philosophy and sometimes are even a result of some spectacular dream or vision that they had. 
So when John said that the anointing would teach us “concerning” all things, he was referring to the things that the Holy Spirit had already revealed to the apostles and were communicated to us by the apostles. So Jesus told His disciples that the Holy Spirit would teach them all things, but John is telling the church that the Holy Spirit would teach us “concerning” all those things that He taught them. You see, this is how this promise affects us… We have the Holy Spirit abiding in us to teach us all things, but He is only going to teach us within the boundaries of all the things that have been written. 
So we have the Holy Spirit here to teach us… He will teach us concerning all those wonderful mysteries we have recorded in the New Testament epistles and He will teach us through the many anointed teachers that are in the Body of Christ today! His commission is to teach! 

HIS COMMISSION IS TO REMIND
But this is not all Jesus said that He was commissioned to do in John 14:26. He also said, “and He will bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” So not only did Jesus promise His disciples that the Holy Spirit would pick up where He left off and continue to teach them the complete mystery of our New and Better Covenant, He also promised that the Holy Spirit would remind them of all the things He had taught them for the past three years!
You know, during that three year span, Jesus’ disciples did not have the privilege of writing down what Jesus was teaching them at the time. I’m sure that they sometimes had to put their heads together to remember what Jesus had said a week before. But Jesus was assuring them here that they need not worry if they did not take notes of what He had taught them because the best note taking system- The Holy Helper- was coming to remind them of all the things that He had said to them! 

So how does this commission of the Holy Spirit apply to us? I mean if we weren’t there to be personally taught by Jesus during His earthly ministry, what does the Holy Spirit remind us of? I believe this promise has a couple of different applications to us today…

Number one, this can apply to whatever things that the Lord has specifically spoken to us… For example, if we have been walking with the Lord for any amount of time, we have had Him speak certain things to our hearts whether it be an exhortation, rebuke, etc. Well, the Holy Spirit’s commission is to remind us of those things when we, through the weakness of our flesh, forget what He has told us. Another example is with the things that the Lord has spoken to us through the gifts of the Spirit working through other people- such as a prophecy, word of wisdom, etc. You see, sometimes we go through difficult times, and when we are in the middle of the storm, sometimes we need a little reminder of the promises God has spoken into our lives in order to receive strength to make it through those trials.
I believe another way it applies to us is similar to the application I used with Jesus’ previous statement- “He will teach you all things”… 
Earlier I made the point that the Holy Spirit fulfilled this commission to teach the Apostles “all things.” So this applies to us in that the Holy Spirit teaches us the mystery of the New Covenant through what has been written in the New Testament epistles. Well, if Jesus then said that another commission of the Holy Spirit was to remind His disciples of the things that He had previously taught them, then wouldn’t it stand that what is recorded in the four Gospels are what the Holy Spirit reminded them of? That’s right… What we have recorded in the four Gospels and have been canonized as Scripture are a literal fulfillment of this commission of the Holy Spirit to remind Jesus’ disciples of what He had taught them. So with this being the case, the Holy Spirit fulfilling His commission to remind us of the things that Jesus taught 2,000 years ago would be Him reminding us of the things that are written in the four Gospels.
Let me give you an example to illustrate what I mean… 

Say, for instance, you were telling another believer about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit but they were afraid that if they prayed to receive the Holy Spirit that they might open themselves up to something bad. But while they were explaining their apprehensions, the Holy Spirit quickens Luke 11:11-13 to you that explains how if no natural parent would give their children something harmful if they asked for something beneficial, how much more will our Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those that ask Him!?! You then quote this saying of Jesus to them and immediately all those apprehensions leave and they are ready to receive. That would be an example of the Holy Spirit bringing to our remembrance the things that Jesus had said. 

You see, we not only have the Holy Spirit here to teach us, we also have Him here to remind us… He will remind us of everything from what the Lord has spoken to us individually to what the Lord has spoken to us all as revealed in the Gospels. His commission is to remind!      
So let’s conclude this month’s teaching by taking a look at another similar statement that Jesus made about this commission of the Holy Spirit…
GOOD SHEPHERD OR GOOD COWBOY?
In John 16:13 Jesus said, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth…” 
As previously noted, in verse 12 Jesus told them that He still had many things to say to them but they could not bear them at that time. This described their inability to receive certain spiritual meat because they had not been regenerated and reborn spiritually. So when Jesus started off by saying “however” in verse 13- He was again pointing them ahead to the ministry of the Holy Spirit coming in His place and picking up where He left off. 

But notice that Jesus here refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of truth” and states that He will guide us into all “truth.” 
Now the question that needs to be answered here is- What is Truth? This is the question that Pilate asked Jesus just prior to His crucifixion. Well, there are several different answers we can gather from the Scriptures…

Number one, Jesus is the truth… In John 14:6 He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life…” So if Jesus is the truth, then the Holy Spirit would be “the Spirit of Jesus.” This would definitely coincide with what else Jesus said the Holy Spirit was commissioned to do… To testify of Him (see John 15:26). You see, the Holy Spirit’s primary objective is to glorify Jesus and make Him known throughout the world. He is here to bear witness of Jesus’ lordship and redemptive work. This is a major reason He is called “the Spirit of truth.”
Number two, God’s Word is truth… In John chapter 17, Jesus was praying to the Father and in the middle of His prayer, He states- “Sanctify them by your truth. Your Word is truth” (vs.17). So if God’s Holy Word is the truth, then the Holy Spirit would be “the Spirit of the Word.” And this does not contradict the fact that Jesus is also the truth because Jesus is the Word (see John 1:2).

So Jesus said that when He- the Spirit of truth- has come, He will guide you into all truth. You could say that He will guide you into all of Jesus, or He will guide you into all the Word.

Now an important truth that Jesus gives about the Holy Spirit’s ministry to teach and direct us is found in the Word- “guide.” Notice it does not say- He will drive us into all truth, or He will drag us into all truth. No, Jesus said He will guide us into all truth. To guide someone carries more of the idea to lead them. On top of that, you cannot guide something or someone that is not already moving! Take for instance, a boat… You can turn the rudder one way or another, but if the boat is not already moving it will not make a difference in the direction that the boat goes. Likewise, we have to be “moving” in order for His guidance to become effective. What do I mean by “moving?” I mean that there must be cooperation on our part because some of the responsibility has been given to us. Say, for instance, if we desire to know the truth of God’s Word. Well, we can’t just sit back and do nothing and expect the Holy Spirit to guide us into the truth of His Word. No, we must seek the truth through reading, studying, and meditating God’s Word. When we get our “boat” started in that direction is when the “Rudder”- Holy Spirit- can guide us through teaching us and bringing things to our remembrance. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate study guide!
This describes the Holy Spirit’s ministry toward us… His nature is to gently guide us in the direction that we need to go- whether that be leading us into a fruitful, abiding relationship with Jesus or leading us into increasing in our wisdom and understanding of the Word. 
You see, He is not interested in “making” us do anything. He is not “the good cowboy”- driving and corralling His flock and making them go in the direction He desires. No, the Holy Spirit- similarly to Jesus’ proclamation of Himself- is the good shepherd… Like Jesus, He is commissioned to lead us beside the still waters and into greener pastures. But, just as a shepherd does, He leads us, but we are responsible for following Him as He guides us.  

Well, that’s all we have time for this month... I intended to cover much more than I did, but I believe we covered what we should have. Next month I would like to continue in talking about the ministry of the Holy Spirit by describing a couple more things He is commissioned to do.  
If you have time please visit our website @ www.living-logos.org and take advantage of it. We have recent teachings I have done on there as well as a different nugget every month from the Gospels. There are also updates on what is going on with us that we include periodically. 
Till next month… Maranatha!!!     
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Say, for instance, you had started becoming a little critical towards one of your fellow brothers in Christ because of some mistake they made. You were just about to pick up the phone to call a friend and tell them what they had done when you heard in your heart- “Judge not, lest you be judged.” Immediately you saw how you had allowed yourself to judge that other believer, and also how you would not want someone to do that to you. Well, that is an example of the Holy Spirit reminding you of what Jesus had already said because Matthew 7:1 was one of His teachings. 
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